The ABC's of Attitude,

 part 17: Quest


 What is your quest?  It can be so much fun pursuing a quest when there 
 is belief in yourself and love for it in your heart.  I was listenting 
 to the CNN stories about the Challenger and really appreciated what 
 they were saying about the astronauts. They had real risks when it came 
 to pursuing their quest.  Christa McCauliffe was so excited as she 
 spoke in an interview about teaching classes from space.  Last week I 
 saw a great movie, "Glory Road," about a coach and young college 
 basketball players together pursuing their quests, facing risks. The 
 coach tells his discouraged players, "If you quit right now you will 
 quit every day of your life". Can you imagine how different our lives 
 would be if all the famous people who had challenges had just quit? 
 (another "q" word-one that we do not want in our vocabulary). Thomas 
 Edsion is a great example.
There is a beautiful song, "The Impossible Dream" from a Broadway show, 
The Man of LaMancha, which talks about pursuing your quest no matter how 
hopeless if feels, no matter how far. I really believe that it is so 
important that when you pursue your quests, that you hold them in your 
heart.  When you do that, nothing or no one can take your dreams--your 
goals--away from you. Trust me, I know! I would have never thought that 
pursuing my dreams of helping increase confidence in people to share 
their business would lead me to 5 1/2 months in a hospital, now in pain 
for the rest of my life.  I have to say now though, that will still not 
stop me in pursuing my goals.  It has certainly slowed me down and not 
made it as easy as it could have been but that is just something it 
seems I have no choice but to accept.  You see, along life's path, there 
are things that we experience that we know we would not choose for 
ourselves but there are also ways to get through these experiences on!
ce we
decide we have to.
Now in pursuing your quest, your goal, there will be positive 
experiences even while going through the darkest of times.  I guess 
someone knew what they were talking about when they said, "There will be 
light at the end of the tunnel". The key is to go through it to get to 
the bright side. Sometimes people WANT to see the happy times but do not 
even take the trip though the tunnel to get to the other side.
I want so much for you to see in your personal life and in your business 
life, it is the same. Sometimes to get to the other side there can be 
many tunnels to go through but we know we can be happier when we get 
though them. Many people say to me that they are not happy with their 
businesses. They are not meeting their financial needs or goals, yet 
they just want to zap themselves through a tunnel.  Often people feel 
sad and disappointed in a business in which they have put little effort. 
They feel a darkness that need not exist. It is time to instead, "Rise 
and Shine" .
  It is funny how things you say to your children can come back to haunt 
 you, so to speak.  My daughter and grandson came into my room on a day 
 I was feeling a little down (yes, even I feel down--just don't allow 
 the feelings to stay there) and cheerfully said, "Grandma, rise and 
 shine." Now if you asked my 5 children how happy they were to hear that 
 on days they were not jumping out of bed, I am not sure what they would 
 say. But to a Grandma who is so happy to be alive--it made total sense 
 and I followed their advice. How can you ever see a rainbow, a baby 
 explore their new life, the beauties of life if you yourself do not get 
 up and shine?
  So this week I encourage you to do the same when you think of your 
 business.  It is time to rise and shine....share and care.... because 
 your quest could be--and I feel SHOULD be--finding people who need you. 
 You know you are doing your business the right way, when you can say, 
 "I shared today with 5 people and am eager and ready to share tomorrow 
 and again and again."  Then you are really on a mission to pursue your 
 quest. Building your business is all about helping everyone, from your 
 family to people you will be meeting who need you.  Again, you can make 
 a difference in peoples' lives when you decide to take a risk; an 
 uncomfortable feeling will never keep you from doing what it takes to 
 show you care about and love what you do.
Please think about this as you go through your week.  I had a long time 
in a hospital to do a lot of thinking. Believe me I thought it all out 
and you know what, I still believe, "Success Is an Attitude,"  whether 
it is after going through a challenging time or doing something new for 
the first time. You do have to believe in yourself to follow your quest 
and achieve your goals.
 Love, Ilene
 ************************

May your quest be fulfilled as you share and care!
 
